1I4                   Pope Pius XI
Party, and we see beginning in Italy what was also develop-
ing in Germany, the Catholic Church openly entering
politics.
The Church denied, not once but a hundred times, that
the Popular Party was actually the Catholic Party, but for
all practical purposes this was the case, and the Catholic
democratic ideas were taught by its leaders. It became a
most influential body during those very difficult four years
before the advent of Fascism, It is hardly necessary to add
that its doctrines were in no way acceptable to the
Fascists themselves.
When Pope Pius XI was elected, there was a new
orientation of Vatican policy. The Pope reappointed
Cardinal Gasparri, this in itself forming a precedent,
since it was a long time since a Pope had reappointed his
predecessor's Secretary of State, and Cardinal Gasparri
was known to be very friendly towards a reunion with the
QuirinaL The new Pope whilst in Milan had seen much of
Mussolini's activities; he was quite convinced that
Mussolini was the only man at that time in Europe with a
sufficiently active policy to be able to fight the Bolshevism
that Pope Pius dreaded so much, and saw approaching
from Russia.
He had said before when in Poland that he considered
Socialism only the vanguard of Communism, Seeing how
near the Popular Party was to the Socialist Party in Italy,
he had obviously very little sympathy for Dom Sturzo's
followers. Nothing, however, could be done in the first
year of his reign, since conditions were too confused all
through Italy, so he made every gesture he possibly could,
and then let the matter drop.
Mussolini came into power in October, 19 2 2, but it